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A message from Liz England, our Rector designate: 
I am delighted to be stepping into the role of Team Rector in Charge at the beginning of 2019.

I look forward in anticipation to meeting you all and working alongside you.

I have been a Curate in Codsall, Staffordshire for the last 3 1/2 years and before that ran my own consultancy business supporting Children's Centres across Birmingham and Solihull. 

My husband, Paul, is a keen gardener and took early retirement from the NHS two years ago. We have two sons, Samuel and Jonathan who will be moving with us. 

As I start in Buxton I will be ready to listen, keen to get to know you, the churches and the town. Together we can see where God is working already and where we may be led next. 

Revd. Liz England

I’m sure you won’t forget that Liz is to be licensed in St John’s at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 15th January. Let’s give her a really good welcome.
Dear Friends,

I recently heard a Palestinian Christian saying that the pilgrims to Bethlehem got off their coaches, went straight to the Church of the Nativity, venerated the place where Jesus was born, got on their buses and drove straight away. They either ignored, or did not see, the daily hardship of the Christian people who try to keep the memory of Jesus alive in the Holy Land.

The Basilica in Bethlehem was built on the orders of Constantine the Great in the year 326. The Gothic entrance was bricked up in the twelfth century to stop the Crusader soldiers and their horses, and their Turkish enemies, desecrating the church in the many battles that took place there. Since then, all pilgrims have to enter by a small door, barely five feet high, at the bottom left hand corner of the sealed entrance.

As they bend low to get in, they will surely remember that humility is the first lesson for all who try to comprehend the idea of God coming to earth as a human being. We are brought to our knees in the face of God, and in that sacred place, where earth is joined to heaven, the pilgrims will join countless generations of people who have travelled there before them to see the place where the new-born Jesus lay. In their mind’s eye, the modern day pilgrims might picture the shepherds, who were irreligious men, and social outcasts. Eternity glimpsed by the most unlikely of people.

The pilgrims might even hear the voice of Helena, the mother of Constantine the Great. Having converted to Christianity, she then went on pilgrimage to see and touch the physical side of the Christian religion. Evelyn Waugh’s novel, Helena, places the Empress Helena in the church at Bethlehem during the Christmas Mass. Seeing the Wise Men in her mind’s eye, she says, “Like me, you were late in coming. The shepherds were here before you; even the cattle. They had joined the chorus of angels before you were on your way. You came at last to the final stage of your journey. What did you do? You stopped to call on King Herod. Deadly exchange of compliments in which began that unended war of mobs, and magistrates against the innocents.”

That is why the Christmas story remains enthralling. As the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cardiff, George Stack, puts it, “The manger is the throne of heaven (eternity in a moment). Shepherds are simple, illiterate, outcasts (eternity in the unexpected). Wise Men come: searchers; seekers; cynics; sophisticates (reaching their goal and falling on their knees, they pay homage to the child). Eternity is now (to be discovered by scientists, saints and sinners, in complex, as well as, simple lives).”

But all experience just a glimpse of heaven, as we do in our churches at Christmas. They cannot stay. Each of them has to go back to their own lives: Mary and Joseph to Nazareth; the shepherds return to the fields; the Wise Men “by another road” (Matthew 2:12). Once you have encountered God’s truth, you have to go back “by another road” (ibid.).

The Scottish poet, Edwin Muir, expresses it well in his poem The Transfiguration.

“Reality or vision, this we have seen.
If it had lasted but another moment
It might have held forever! But the world
Rolled back into its place, and we are here,
And all that radiant kingdom lies forlorn.”

“And we are here”. And the radiant kingdoms of the world might lie forlorn, not least by social and economic worries, famine and war which still plague our world. And life will not be less complicated. When Helena discovered the True Cross later on in her pilgrimage she taught an important lesson: “Do you see God nailed to that wood? Do you believe that God is present in the midst of human pain and suffering - the Cross at the crossroads of everybody’s personal history?”

If you do, then look back in your mind’s eye over the 33 years from Calvary to Bethlehem. Travel the road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. Look back over the last 2000 years and see your story in Jesus’s story. And kneel at the wood of the Crib, which became the wood of the Cross.

“O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.”


Fr. Keith Cocking   Acting Team Rector

SERVICE TIMES
Sunday December 2nd 
Advent Sunday 
	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’, Harpur Hill 

	9.30 am
	Holy Communion, Christ Church, Burbage

	9.30 am
	Family Service, Christ Church King Sterndale

	10.30am   
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am    
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd

	6.00 p.m. 
	Advent Carol Service, St. John’s Church 


Sunday December 9th 

Second Sunday of Advent

	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30am    
	Family Communion, Christ Church King Sterndale

	9.30am
	Family Communion, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
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Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd



	
	           Tuesday December 11th 

	4.45 pm  
	Messy Church, Bath Rd Centre 




Sunday December 16th 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.30 am
	Brekkie Church, Christ Church, Burbage

	10.30am 
	Joint Carol Service Harpur Hill Methodists 

	10.30am   
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am    
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	3.45 pm    
	Carol Service, Christ Church King Sterndale

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd


Sunday December 23rd 
Fourth Sunday of Advent

	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30 am
	Carol Service, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am    
	Family Communion, Christ Church King Sterndale

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm 
	Nine Lessons and Carols, St. John’s Church 

	
	


Monday December 24th  
Christmas Eve 
	4.00 pm   
	Crib Service, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	4.00 pm
	Messy Crib Service, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd 

	5.00 pm
	Crib Service, Christ Church Burbage

	11.30pm
	Midnight Mass, St John’s Church

	11.30pm 
	Midnight Mass, Christ Church Burbage


Tuesday December 25th  
Christmas Day
	9.30 am   
	Christmas Eucharist, Christ Church King Sterndale 

	10.00am
	Christmas Eucharist, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30 am
	Christmas Eucharist, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Christmas Eucharist, St John’s Church


Sunday December 30th 
First Sunday of Christmas

10.30 am   Parish Eucharist, St. Anne’s, Bath Road 



Sunday January 6th 
The Epiphany 
	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30am    
	Family Service, Christ Church King Sterndale

	9.30am
	Family Communion, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd
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           Tuesday January 8th 

	4.45 pm  
	Messy Church, Bath Rd Centre 




Sunday January 13th 
Baptism of Christ
	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30am    
	Family Communion, Christ Church King Sterndale

	9.30am
	Family Communion, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd



	
	           Tuesday January 15th 

	7.30 pm  
	Licensing of Revd Liz England as Team Rector-in-Charge, St. John’s Church 


Sunday January 20th 
Second Sunday of Epiphany
	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30am    
	Family Service, Christ Church King Sterndale

	9.30am
	Christingle Service, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd


Sunday January 27th 
Third Sunday of Epiphany
	8.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St Anne’s, Bath Road

	9.00 am   
	Holy Communion, St James’ Harpur Hill 

	9.30am    
	Family Communion, Christ Church King Sterndale

	9.30am
	Family Communion, Christ Church Burbage

	10.30am
	Family Communion, St Mary’s, Dale Rd

	11.00am
	Sung Eucharist, St John’s Church

	6.00 pm   
	Evensong, St. Mary’s, Dale Rd


Every Monday (Not Christmas Eve or Bank Holidays)
	12 noon    
	Holy Communion, St. Anne’s Bath Rd


Every Tuesday (except Christmas Day)
	9.15am    
	Morning Prayer, St. Anne’s Church


Every Wednesday (except Boxing Day)
	10.00am    
	Holy Communion at Christ Church, Burbage
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Congratulations to . . .   

Baptisms:-

December 9th St. James’ church, Mason James Laing

Weddings:- 

December 2nd: Thomas William Edge and Jennifer Clare McGrath, St. Mary’s Church

December 23rd: Daniel Robert Peet and Elizabeth Jacqueline Crisp, Christ Church, Burbage 

December 23rd: David Stephen Peckover and Hayley Joanne Carr, Christ Church, King Sterndale 

Please Remember in Your Prayers

 The sick and those in need:- We remember the elderly, the housebound and those in residential homes.  We pray for those who are ill, at home or in hospital, especially we pray for Josie Baker, Jim Campbell, Sally Green, Nathan, Frank Green, Carol Simpson, Jacob Traylor, Arthur Naden, Keith and Pat Robinson, Ed Backhouse, Kenny Jones, Kathleen, Kevin Allsop, Margaret Gibson, Anne Jones.

The recently departed:- We pray for those who feel the pain of grief at the loss of a loved one.  We remember those who have recently died, especially we pray for Julie Taylor, Olive Filceck, Mary Thorpe, Thomas Eyre, Steven Atkin, Brian Brookes. 
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Brekkie Church

“Feeding minds and bodies” 
Christ Church, Burbage 

Food and informal worship
Sunday 16th December

Sunday 20th January 

9.30 a.m.

All welcome! 
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Café Church

St. John’ Church  
Sunday 9th December

Sunday 27th January 

6.00 p.m.  
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Messy Church

A less formal style of worship
A warm welcome to all families!

Tuesday 11th December

No meeting in January 

Bath Road Centre 

4.45 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 
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Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m.  

December 5th, 12th 

January 2nd 

6, Brown Edge Close.

January 9th, 16th 69 Green Lane (Tel 23152)

January 23rd, 30th 6, Brown Edge Close.

All welcome.
Spirituality Group

Tuesdays 4th December, 5th February (no meeting in January)
7.30 p.m. at 145 Park Road, Buxton  

For more information please contact John Cooper 

01298 77209 
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Monday Lunch Dates
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DECEMBER 

3rd Church Service only 
10th Church Service & Lunch 
17th Church Service & Christmas Dinner 
JANUARY

7th Church Service & Lunch 
14th Church Service only
21st Church Service & Lunch
28th Church Service only
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Christmas Lunch on Wednesday December 12th at the Pavilion Garden’s Restaurant.

Pre- Booked Members to meet at 12.00 at Restaurant Reception.

There is no Meeting at the Church Centre in December.

 

Epiphany Eucharist and short AGM on January 9th at St Anne’s Church at 2.00pm followed by Meeting in Church Centre with Tea/ Biscuits (Rota: Committee)

Please will Members bring subscriptions (£24) to the Meeting.

Why not come along and meet us and find out what we are all about?

In 2019 our theme is “Listen, Observe, Act - In Step with God” Our Buxton Branch is supporting The Moses Basket Project.

 

Diocesan Commissioning Service on January 12th at Derby Cathedral at 2.30pm.  Bishop Jan will Commission Diocesan President elect, Beryl Murdy and the four Vice Presidents with additional Trustees to serve in the new triennium 2019-21.

Please pray for them as they take on their challenging roles as well as our Worldwide President elect, Sheran Harper.

 

Please pray also for those involved in the 16 Days of Activism Campaign, both locally and nationally. Wirksworth, St Mary’s has the church open with prayer stations, during the first week in December. Check details on their website.

Further information on the campaign against Gender based Violence is on the Mothers’ Union website, with some great resources to help everyone to become part of our prayerful protest. 

 

Carolyn Fell  

Tel 01298 24239

[image: image14.png]The
Children’s

Society




AWF

December Meal at Ithaka, the Greek Restaurant on the Market Place on Dec 11th (Please note a week earlier than normal third Tuesday)

We meet at 7.30pm. As the meal is pre-ordered, if you have not yet contacted me to select your order would you do so not later than Tuesday December 4th so that I  can confirm numbers and orders with the restaurant.

 

January 22nd is our first meeting in the New Year at the Church Centre at 7.30pm

Farouk Kardahji will be our Speaker and his subject “The Lebanon”.

This will be an open evening and we look forward to welcoming friends to come and join us.
Rota; Joyce and Liz

Admission(includes tea/coffee/raffle) £2
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     Thanks to all who supported Revd Philip Bridgwater’s Children’s Society Coffee Morning. Splendid support from the Parish with contributions totalling £300.
The breakdown being Cards £120 and entrance, sales table raffle and donations £180. Our Regional organiser, Jane Foster who attended expresses her gratitude on behalf of the Society to both Philip, for his warm hospitality and to our supporters who make the success of this event possible enabling help to reach the vulnerable young people in our society. 
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Christingle Service

(50th Anniversary)

Sunday 20th January

Christ Church 

Burbage

9.30am
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All Welcome! 

Advent/Christmas Services
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Friday 14th December 9.30 a.m. St. John’s Church

Harpur Hill School Concert 

1.30 p.m. Buxton Junior School Concert 

Sunday 16th – 22nd December, 2pm to 4pm Christ Church Burbage 

Christmas Tree Festival
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Sunday 16th December 10.30 a.m. Harpur Hill Methodist Church 

Carol Service (Joint with St. James’ Harpur Hill) 

Sunday 16th December 2.00 p.m. Christ Church, Burbage 

Burbage Band Christmas Concert

Sunday 16th December 3.45 p.m. Christ Church, King Sterndale  

Carol Service

Sunday 23rd December 9.30 a.m. Christ Church, Burbage, 

Carol Service followed by switching on of Memorial Lights 

Sunday 23rd December 6.00 p.m. St. John’s Church Buxton     
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Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 
Monday 24th December 4.00 p.m. St. James’ Harpur Hill 

Crib Service 

Monday 24th December 4.00 p.m. St. Mary’s Dale Rd, 

Messy Crib Service 

Monday 24th December 4.00pm Christ Church Burbage, Burbage 

Handbell Ringers followed by Crib Service at 5 pm

Monday 24th December 11.30 p.m. Christ Church, Burbage 

Midnight Mass 

Monday 24th December11.30 p.m. St. John’s Church Buxton

Midnight Mass 
Tuesday 25th December 9.30 a.m. Christ Church, King Sterndale

Holy Communion

Tuesday 25th December 10.00 a.m. Christ Church, Burbage 

Holy Communion

Tuesday 25th December 10.30 a.m. St. Mary’s, Dale Rd 

Family Communion 

Tuesday 25th December 11.00 a.m. St. John’s Church, 

Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 30th December 10.30 a.m. St. Anne’s Church, Bath Rd 

Parish Eucharist 
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Burbage Churchyard

Autumn Churchyard 

Working Party Dates 

Tuesday December 11th 

Tuesday January 8th  

10.00 a.m. 

Buxton Team Parish

Welcome Wednesdays
Bath Road Church Centre

December 5th 
Christmas Activities  

January 9th        Frank Matcham & Buxton Opera House
    Mike Carter 

 January 23rd      Derbyshire Agricultural Chaplains
                        Alan Griggs 

For adults of all ages - Friendship, fellowship, fun activities, speakers, afternoon tea 

 All welcome!
2.00 p.m. 
For more information please contact Buxton Parish Office 01298 77856 or buxtonparish@hotmail.com 
Pastoral Care Group 
Can you spare half an hour in the afternoon on Sunday January 6th?   Buxton parish along with other churches in the town takes a very short service at the Hawthorns care home on the first Sunday of the month and we will be starting off the New Year.  The Pastoral Care Group has taken this on for many years now and we would like some help.   If you could do a short Bible reading or lead some prayers to support the leader it would be very helpful.  The residents are enthusiastic singers!    They know a lot of hymns.    
Sheila Morris 71315


Contact Details

Buxton Parish Office, 

29 Bath Road, 

Buxton, SK17 6HJ

Tel: 

01298 77856             

E-mail:  

buxtonparish@hotmail.com
Website: 
www.buxtonparish.org.uk
Office Hours 

Monday  
 9.00am – 1.00 pm
Tuesday  
 9.00am – 3.00pm       

Thursday 
 9.00am – 4.00pm (closed 12.30 – 1.30)

Friday     
 9.00am – 1.00pm  

The office will be open on Thursdays from 6.00pm – 7.00pm to arrange Baptisms & Weddings.

Charitable Giving 

For the FOURTH quarter of 2018 is 

HIGH PEAK HOMELESS HELP

Deadline for Articles for FEBRUARY BPN = Tuesday 22nd January
Buxton Team Parish is the Church of England Parish of Buxton with Burbage and King Sterndale consisting of: St. John the Baptist, Buxton, St. Mary the Virgin, Buxton, St. Anne, Buxton, Christ Church, Burbage, St. James, Harpur Hill, Christ Church, King Sterndale.

Rector: Vacancy

Acting Team Rector: The Revd Keith Cocking Fd. Arts (Merit), Cert Theol

Team Curate: Revd Margaret Slyfield BA; FdMinistry

Associate Priest:  The Revd John Overton MA (Oxon), CPA, MRSC
Parish Administrator: Jennie Parker 

Charity No: 1128844












CHARITABLE GIVING


December 


Blythe House Hospice





CHARITABLE GIVING


December 


Blythe House Hospice








